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To the Teacher

Introduction

Live It!  is designed to provide enriching and edifying Christian content, while students learn English as a second or foreign language.  It is targeted for intermediate level students.  The format used is that of a typical integrated skills, communicative ESL/EFL textbook, not that of traditional Bible study or other religious materials.  

Each unit centers around dialogs provided in audio (CD) and written form, and readings.  These  provide the student with vocabulary, exposure to natural language, understanding of new structures, and most of all, thought-provoking content.  Other elements such as writing assignments, group activities, and vocabulary development, are added for enrichment.  

The title Live It!  has a double meaning.  First, language learners need to “live” the language being learned.  Words and phrases must be used and “lived” instead of remaining objects of memorization and rules.  Second, the goal of the Christian life is to live it, not to know about it.  So, this material was created to assist English learners to both live their English, and to live in Christ.

Using this Material

At this time, there is no teacher’s guide to accompany this material.  The exercises are fairly self-explanatory, and teachers with some experience or training in teaching English are unlikely to experience difficulties in using them. 

Introducing the Units

Each unit begins with an introduction, which often involves the teacher providing some pictures or other authentic materials for students to look at and discuss.  It is suggested that teachers take the time to prepare these introductions well, and not rush right into the material.  Students will enjoy the units more if they can form some initial connections between their own reality and the topic being discussed.  The internet can be a valuable resource for providing authentic, current, interesting introductory material for each unit.

Using the Dialogs

As the dialogs make up a significant portion of the material, some initial tips on how to use them may be beneficial.  Though there are many ways to use dialogs, the following sequence is suggested:

1. Set the stage:  Do the introductory activities in the unit; pre-teach any vocabulary that you feel will be difficult; provide additional activities as needed (pictures, discussion questions) in order to contextualize the dialog.

2. Focused listening:  Have students listen to the dialog (without reading) in order to discover the main theme of the conversation.  Students should try to answer the question, “What are they talking about?”

3. Read:  Have students read the dialog silently.  Break into pairs or small groups, and have students discuss any discrepancies between what they heard and what they read.
4. Listen and read:  Play the dialog again, having students listen and read at the same time.

5. Role play:  Form pairs or small groups in which the students practice role playing the dialog.  Role plays could also be done in front of the whole class, using authentic props.

Language Focus

Live It! focuses on the four skill areas:  reading, writing, speaking, and listening.  It does not focus on grammar, and does not attempt to provide exhaustive explanations and practice for grammatical structures.  It provides examples and illustrations, both within the dialogs and under the “grammar” headings.  However, teachers may want to utilize additional resources for grammar practice.  A suggested resource which fits well with this material is the New Interchange 2A Student Workbook (Jack Richards, Cambridge University Press), units 1-5. 

Christian Content

Finally, Live It!  assumes that students using this course book will be familiar with Christian perspectives on many issues, and will be involved in a church.  It is ideally suited for use in seminaries, and for those engaged in Christian ministry.  At the same time, however, there may be teaching contexts including non-Christian students where this material could be utilized.  Efforts have been made to include a broader spectrum of language than pure “church culture,” so that a non-Christian student using this text might not feel alienated by the unfamiliarity of the content and language.  An example of this can be found in this student assignment:  “Write your testimony or life story.”  Though the word “testimony” is an important one for Christian workers to learn, the teacher could focus more on the term “life story” if non-Christians are present. 

It is the author’s prayer that any non-Christian using this text will have opened before him or her a new world – the world of the followers of Jesus Christ, and that he or she will desire to become a part of this exciting world.  In addition, it is hoped that this material may be a useful resource for those engaged in ESL/EFL teaching with students in Christian ministry.  

Ownership

I created and own this material, but offer it freely for use in Christian ministry.  It may be adapted or copied to meet the needs of local language contexts and ministry goals.  Please contact me if I can be of assistance as you use this material for His glory.
Jan Dormer:  jan.dormer@gmail.com

Summary of Content

Unit 1:  Your Testimony (p. 7)
Functions:
Self-introductions; exchanging personal information; sharing conversion experiences and spiritual journeys

Grammar:
Past tense; used to for habitual actions

Oral Skills:
Discussing past habits; listening to and sharing life stories

Reading:
The Dramatic Experience of an Olympic Diver

Writing:
Writing a personal testimony, or life story

Unit 2:  Christian Responsibility in Society (p. 14)
Functions:
Talking about social problems; evaluating current solutions to social problems;  asking for and giving information

Grammar:
Adverbs of quantity with countable and uncountable nouns:  too many, too much, not enough, more, fewer, less;  forming indirect questions from Wh-questions

Oral Skills:
Sharing opinions in conversation; focused listening for information; asking for and offering assistance

Reading:
Meeting the Needs of the Poor in Manila

Writing:
Writing a description of a social problem and a possible solution

Unit 3:  A Time for Change (p. 22)
Functions:
Describing positive and negative features; making comparisons; talking about  changes in the church; expressing wishes

Grammar:
Evaluations and comparisons with adjectives:  not ……enough, too, not as …..as, as ……. as; evaluations and comparisons with nouns:  not enough ……, as many… as; wish
Oral Skills:
Listening to descriptions of churches, listening to comparisons, focused listening for details; giving opinions in conversation; asking questions to discover similarities and differences

Reading:
The Difficulty in Making Changes in Church

Writing:
Writing about a wish for a change in your church

Unit 4:  Feeding our Bodies and Souls (p. 31)
Functions:
Talking about physical and spiritual nourishment; expressing likes and dislikes; giving instructions

Grammar:
Simple past vs. present perfect; sequence adverbs:  first, then, next, after that, finally
Oral Skills:
Listening to a description of a good Bible study method; talking about food preferences

Reading:
The True Value of a Sermon

Writing:
Writing about a sequence

Unit 5:  A Missionary’s Life (p. 38)
Functions:
Describing plans for going on a missions trip; giving advice for missionaries; planning a short-term missions trip

Grammar:
Future with be going to and will; modals for necessity and suggestion:  (don’t) have to, must, need to, had better, ought to, should
Oral Skills:
Listening to descriptions of missions trips; listening to advice for 

missionaries; asking and answering questions about necessities and requirements

Reading:
What are the REAL Requirements for Missionary Service?

Writing:
Writing a letter requesting action; writing a persuasive paragraph

UNIT 1:  YOUR TESTIMONY

INTRODUCTION 

Look:
Look at a globe.  If possible, also look at a map showing the distribution of major world religions.

Talk:
1.
Which areas of the world have the most Christians?  

2.
Why do some areas have more Christians than others?




3.
Are there many Christians in your country? In your city?




4.
How and when was your area evangelized?

DIALOG 1

Listen, then  practice.
Mark:

Hi!  Is this seat taken?

Jill:

No, please sit down.

Mark:

Are you from around here?

Jill:

Kind of.  I’m from a small town about 50 kilometers south.

Mark:
I’m from a small town too.  I’m just studying here in the city.  So what brings you to this Bible study?

Jill:
Well, I accepted Christ a year ago, and I want to learn more about the Christian life.

Mark:

That’s great.

Jill:

How about you – are you a Christian?

Mark:
Yes.  I got saved when I was a child.  But I didn’t really live like a Christian until a couple of years ago.

Jill:

Oh, really?  What happened then?

Mark:

I was in a car accident, and I was in the hospital for a long time.

Jill:

Oh my…. that sounds hard.

Mark:
Yes, it was difficult, but it brought me back to God.  Well, I think the Bible study is starting.  By the way, what’s your name?

Jill:

I’m Jill.  

Mark:

Nice to meet you, Jill.  I’m Mark.

EXPRESSIONS 
Match the expressions with the meanings



from around here


Why did you come here?



kind of



usually two

What brings you here?

introduces a new idea or extra information



a couple



from this area



Oh my!



more or less



by the way



an exclamation

Fill in the blanks with the expressions above.

Rick is not _______________________, so I think we should invite him to our Bible Study.  I

don’t know ________________________ (change verb tense), but I do know ______________

of things about him.  First, he has no friends here, and second, he seems ___________________

down.  Oh, and ___________________, if we don’t reach out to him, who will?

CHRISTIAN VOCABULARY

to become a Christian
to get saved






to accept Christ/Jesus






to be born again






to give your life/heart to Jesus






to be converted

GRAMMAR
PAST TENSE:  use when an action began and ended in the past



Examples:

I accepted Christ.






I got saved.






I didn’t really live like a Christian.






What happened then?






I was in a car accident… I was in the hospital.






It was difficult.






It brought me back to God.

Complete, using past tense. Practice with a partner.
1. Where ___________ you born?

I _____________ born in _____________.

2. __________ you grow up in a Christian home?

Yes, I ________ / No, I ___________.

3. When __________ you accept Christ?

I ________________ Christ when I was _______________.

4. Where _____________ you when you ___________ saved?

I ___________________________________________.

5. Why ____________ you become a Christian?

I __________________ a Christian because _______________________.

Read this testimony of an Indian from Ecuador.  Fill in the blanks with the past tense of the verb.

I _______________ (grow up) in a very religious home.  We _______________ (follow) the traditions of our people, and I _______________ (think) that anything else was wrong.  However, one day my father _______________ (become) an evangelical and soon was put out of the family for his faith.  The family ____________ (take) me to live with my grandparents.  They ____________ (teach) me to hate the “evangelicals”.  When I ______________ (be) a teenager I ____________ (have) an accident and ______________ (be) in a wheelchair.  During that time, a friend who _____________ (be) a Christian visited me.  At 15, I _______________ (accept) Christ as my personal Savior.  God _____________ (heal) me, and I _____________ (begin) to walk again.  When my Grandfather _____________ (find out) that I had become a Christian, he ___________________ (kick out, me) of the house.  I ________________ (move in) with an uncle.  As I _______________ (grow up) I _______________ (feel) God calling me to serve Him.  I ______________ (start) going to Indian communities to share the Gospel.  I _____________ (become) very sick one time with “dengue.”  The people _____________ (expect) me to die because of the lack of medical help.  The Lord ________________ (cure) me, however, and then the people ______________ (listen) to what I _____________ (say) about God.  Several people _______________ (accept) Christ.  I am now working in Mexico City, and preparing myself to serve God better in the future.

DIALOG 2

Listen, then practice.
Grace and Ann are looking at some old pictures.

Grace:

You haven’t changed at all in the past ten years, Ann.

Ann:

Sure I have!  See... I used to have short hair.

Grace:

Oh, I see.  As a matter of fact, you used to have darker hair!

Ann:

You’re right!  And I used to wear glasses, but now I have contacts.

Grace:

Well, maybe you have changed some, but you don’t look any older.

Ann:
Thanks for the compliment... but I really am a much different person now than I was in this picture.

Grace:

What do you mean?

Ann:

For one thing, I used to have a pretty bad temper, but now I don’t.

Grace:

Really?  Did you use to yell and throw things?

Ann:

I didn’t use to throw things, but I did yell.  And I used to be such a worrier....

Grace:
That’s my problem!  Well, let me in on the secret.  What made you so much different now than you used to be?

Ann:

A few years ago I became a Christian.  Jesus has changed me a lot.

Grace:

Wow.  I could use a change like that.

Ann:

Hey, can I tell you more about it over a cup of coffee?

Grace:

Put on the coffee pot – I might be here for awhile! 

EXPRESSIONS

as a matter of fact

in fact





“let me in on...”

tell me the secret





I could use...


I need/I want

GRAMMAR
“USED TO”:
Use to talk about a habit in the past


Affirmative Form



Negative and Question Form


I used to have shorter hair.


Did you use to have short hair?


I used to study hard.



I didn’t use to study hard.

Write 5 sentences about what you used to do when you were a child.  Use the ideas below, or your own.

play with dolls

play on a soccer team

drink lots of milk


go to school

draw pictures


like balloons


cry a lot

have birthday parties

go to Sunday School

1. When I was a baby, I ______________________________________________________

2. When I was two, I ________________________________________________________

3. When I was five, I ________________________________________________________

4. When I was ten, I _________________________________________________________

5. When I was fifteen, I ______________________________________________________

Write five questions for a classmate.  Ask about his or her childhood, using “Did you use to...”



Example:
Did you use to ride a bicycle when you were a child?

1.
________________________________________________________________________

2.
________________________________________________________________________

3.
________________________________________________________________________

4.
________________________________________________________________________

5.
________________________________________________________________________

GUIDED CONVERSATION

In pairs, ask and answer your questions above.

CHRISTIAN APPLICATION
Read I Corinthians 13:11:
“When we were children, we thought and reasoned as children do.  But when we grew up, we quit our childish ways.”

Think about your spiritual life.  What did you use to do before you became a Christian? OR what did you use to do that you no longer do? Write five sentences.  Use the ideas below, or your own.


lie


cheat


be lazy





smoke or drink
gossip


go to lots of parties


stay up late

feel sad

get angry easily

1. ________________________________________________________________________

2. ________________________________________________________________________

3. ________________________________________________________________________

4. ________________________________________________________________________

5. ________________________________________________________________________

PRONUNCIATION
Listen to “used to”, then practice.

1. When I was a teenager, I used to play guitar.

2. Before I became a Christian, I used to be afraid.

3. Last year I used to go to bed later than I do now.

4. When I was a child, I didn’t use to like school.

5. Before I had children, I used to have more money.

CONVERSATION

Pairs:  Talk about memories; use these ideas, and your own.
1. What’s your favorite childhood memory?

2. What games did you use to play?

3. Who did you use to spend time with?

4. How did you use to spend holidays?

5. What did you use to do that bothered your parents or brothers and sisters?

READING

Accepting Christ literally saved this young man’s life!  Read this amazing story.

Vocabulary:

atheist



diver


diving board




pay attention


indoor pool

kneel/knelt




cross



make sense

Pre-Reading Questions:

1.
What adjectives might be used to describe an Olympic athlete? 

2.
Do you believe that God still does miracles today?

Reading

A young man who had been raised as an atheist was training to be an Olympic diver.  He had a Christian friend who always told him about Jesus, but the young man never paid much attention.  He was too busy preparing for the Olympics.

One night the diver went to the indoor pool at the college he attended.  The lights were off, but the moon was shining through the windows, and there was enough light to practice.  The young man climbed to the highest diving board, and prepared to dive.  As he stretched out his arms, he saw his shadow on the wall.  The shadow of his body was in the shape of a cross.

Suddenly, everything he had heard from his Christian friend made sense.  So, he knelt there on the diving board, and gave his life to Christ.  

As the young man stood and prepared once more to dive, the caretaker came in and turned on the lights.  The diver looked down in astonishment:  there was no water in the pool.  

Post-Reading Questions:

1.
What is your first reaction to this story?

2.
Were the young man’s parents Christians?  How did he hear about Christ?

3.
If he hadn’t accepted Christ, what would have happened?

4.
Is  what happened to this young man  just coincidence?  Why or why not?

5.
This young man had a “dramatic”  conversion.  Others don’t.  Why doesn’t God save everyone in this type of dramatic experience?

6.
Can you think of any Biblical characters who are like this young man?

WRITING
Write your testimony, or your life story.  Here are some ideas to help you get started:

· Your life in the past

· How and why your life is different now than before

· Your spiritual growth

· Your feelings and opinions about the Christian life

Optional:  Give your testimony in class.
GROUP ACTIVITY
Choose one of the following activities.  Collect information, then give a report to your class.


Vocabulary:

similarities





differences





to summarize

1. Find out how your classmates came to their beliefs about God.  Give a report about the similarities and differences of their spiritual experiences.  Summarize your results.

2. Find out what your classmates are doing to discover more about God and grow in Christ.  List the similarities and differences.  Summarize your results.

3. Find out how and when your classmates have shared their testimonies or life stories with others.  Summarize your results.

UNIT 2:  CHRISTIAN RESPONSIBILITY IN SOCIETY

INTRODUCTION  

Look:

Look at pictures of social problems (poverty, family violence, drugs) or 

natural disasters (floods, earthquakes, hurricanes)

Talk:

1.
Which of these problems do you have in your country?  In your city?



2.
What are some causes of these problems?



3.
What can be done about these problems?

DIALOG 1

Listen, then practice.
Mary:

The world is so depressing!

Sue:

Why do you say that?

Mary:
Just look at these headlines:  there are too many people in Asia, there’s not enough food in Africa, and of course there’s too much fighting everywhere.

Sue:

Is that all?

Mary:
Of course not!  The world needs more teachers and doctors, and fewer soldiers.  And of course, we need a lot less selfishness.

Sue:

Okay, you’re right.  It’s depressing.  Can we talk about something else now?

Mary:
How can you say that?  This is serious!  There are too many problems to solve!  There’s too much to do.  And people care less and less all the time.  I’d like to help, but I don’t even know where to start.

Sue:
Well, I don’t have the answers, but I do know one place to start… (points to knees)

Listen to the rest of the conversation.  Where does Sue think they should start?  Does Mary

agree?  What will they do next?
(NOTE FOR TEACHERS:
The remainder of the dialog is at the end of the unit.)

VOCABULARY

depressing


sad





selfishness


only thinking about yourself





to solve a problem

to find an answer to a problem

GRAMMAR

ADVERBS OF QUANTITY



with countable nouns


with uncountable nouns



There are too many people.

There is too much fighting.



There are not enough teachers.
There is not enough food.



We need more hospitals.

We need more love.



We need fewer soldiers.

We need less violence.

Complete, using adverbs of quantity.
1. There is __________________ money to feed everyone. 

2. The church needs _______________ meetings and ______________ prayer.

3. I don’t like big cities because there is __________________ traffic.

4. I don’t like modern highways because there are __________________ cars.

5. In our school, there are __________________ teachers.

6. There should be _______________ poverty.

With a partner:  Give your opinions about your city or country.
1. We need more…

2. We have too much…

3. We don’t have enough…

4. We have too many…

5. There should be less…

6. There’s too much…

7. There should be fewer…

DIALOG 2

Listen, then practice.
John:
Hi Pastor.  Thanks for seeing me today.  I want to talk with you about how our church can help the flood victims.

Pastor:
Yes.  Thanks for coming John.  I agree that we should do something.  Could you tell me what you know about the needs?

John:
Sure.  There are about 25 families homeless.  Most of them are poor people, too.  Some don’t have any insurance.

Pastor:

Ouch.  Do you know what the city is doing to help?

John:
The city has a shelter set up, but when I went by there they didn’t have enough blankets or clothing.

Pastor:
That’s something we could easily help out with.  Can you tell me where the shelter is?

John:
Yes… the main shelter is on North Street.  But I would be happy to deliver the things.

Pastor:

Wonderful!  Now, do you know what else they need?

John:
Well, some people lost their vehicles too, and can’t even get around town to talk to their employers, or to go to the doctor.  Maybe some church members could offer rides.

Pastor:

That’s a great idea, John.  Do you know how we can set up a service like that?

John:
I would be happy to take down the names of people who can drive, and organize it.

Pastor:
I really appreciate your willingness to do all this.  Could you tell me when we can get all this going?

John:

We could announce it in church, and I can take it from there.

Pastor:

John, I really believe you have the gift of service.  God bless you!

VOCABULARY
What do these words mean?

flood __________________________
victims _______________________


homeless _______________________
poor _________________________


insurance ______________________
shelters _______________________


blankets _______________________
vehicles _______________________

Fill in the blanks with one of the words above:
1. You don’t need money to be happy; even Jesus was ____________.

2. The Jewish people were _________________ of Hitler in World War II.

3. When Abraham obeyed God and left his country, he was ________________.

4. There will never be a _________________ like there was in Noah’s time.

5. For many years in the desert, the Israelites lived in temporary _________________.

EXPRESSIONS



Match the expression to the meaning.

to see someone



to start something



Ouch!





to write, to take notes



to set up




“I can continue it.”



to take down




to have a meeting



to get something going


to organize



“I can take it from there”


pain, hurt

CHRISTIAN VOCABULARY
What does it mean to have the “gift of service”? ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

GRAMMAR

INDIRECT QUESTIONS



Direct Questions


Indirect Questions

with “be”
Where is the shelter?


Can you tell me where the shelter is?

with “do”
What do you know?


Could you tell me what you know?

What else do they need?

Do you know what else they need?

others

What is the city doing?

Do you know what the city is doing?



How can we set up a service

Do you know how we can set up a service 




like that?



like that?



When can we get all this going?
Could you tell me when we can get all this









going?

Your church wants to develop programs to help needy people in your city.  You have a meeting

with the Director of Social Services in your city, to find out how your church can help.

Prepare questions to ask.  Complete the sentences to make indirect questions.
1. Could you tell me how many _______________________________________________?

2. Do you know what _______________________________________________________?

3. Can you tell me why _____________________________________________________?

4. Do you know where ______________________________________________________?

5. Could you tell my how much when __________________________________________?

PRONUNCIATION
Listen to direct and indirect questions, then practice.
1. What time does the director return from lunch?

Can you tell me what time the director returns from lunch?

2. How many homeless people are there here?

Do you know how many homeless people there are here?

3. Where can I take this used clothing?

Could you tell me where I can take this used clothing?

CONVERSATION
Role play with a partner:
Person A:  A victim of _____________





     (famine, floods, crime, unemployment… or choose your own)





Person B:  A helper 

You meet on the street or in a restaurant.  Person B tries to discover why Person A is sad, and then offers to help in several different ways.

CHRISTIAN APPLICATION
Read Matthew 25:32-41. Answer the questions.

1. Who is Jesus talking to? ____________________________________________________

2. Who is the King? _________________________________________________________

3. Describe the “sheep”. ______________________________________________________

4. Describe the “goats”. ______________________________________________________

5. In this parable, when we serve others, who are we really serving? ___________________

6. In this parable, what happens to the “goats”? ___________________________________

7. How does this parable relate to social problems? ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

READING

Read about a solution to a social problem.

Vocabulary:


garbage dump / garbage heap

shack





stories


scavenger

mound





site


collapse

bury





slope


overwhelming

relief





vast

Expressions:


tragedy struck





in the midst





bring about





lasting change

Pre-Reading Questions:



1. In your country, are there people who live around garbage dumps?  

2. Is there any way to escape a “garbage dump life”?

Reading:

LOST IN THE “PROMISED LAND” 

Adapted  from:  Christianity Today, Sept. 4, 2000, by John W. Kennedy

Among the garbage dumps in Asia, the Lupang Pangako (“Promised Land”) outside Manila is probably one of the largest and most famous.  During the past 27 years, 60,000 families have built simple shacks in the shadows of a 74-acre garbage heap that rises nine stories, and is as long as three football fields.  Many residents make their living as scavengers.  

But on July 10, tragedy struck.  One side of a 50-ft mound of trash collapsed, burying around 200 wooden shacks near the bottom of the slope.  More than 220 people died, buried by trash and mud.  At least 475 families became homeless.

Said missionary Mark Harvey, “The only word that came to mind was overwhelming – overwhelming tragedy, overwhelming need, overwhelming opportunity to make a difference for the glory of God.” 

In the midst of such desperate surroundings, Christians work to improve the quality of life.  Philippine Child Care Centers and Asia’s Little Ones help meet physical and spiritual needs.  People from one of two Southern Baptist churches at the dump site helped pack 300 relief bags of food, soap, clothing, and the Gospel of John.

And other Christian groups are coming forward to help.  Says Christianne Debysingh, a manager for Operation Blessing in Asia, “Because of the vast need, we quickly saw that a one-day event would not be enough and that a long-term commitment was needed in order to bring about lasting change.” 

Post-Reading Questions:

1. What is “Lupang Pangako”? ________________________________________________

2. What country is it in? _____________________________________________________

3. How long has it been there? ________________________________________________

4. How high is it? __________________________________________________________

5. How long is it? __________________________________________________________

6. How many families live there? ______________________________________________

7. What happened on July 10, 2000? ___________________________________________

8. What was the result of this tragedy? __________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________

9. How did Christians respond? _______________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________

10. Can you think of any long-term solutions to this problem? ________________________

_______________________________________________________________________

WRITING
Write about a social problem and a solution.  Include this information, and your own ideas.

· Describe the problem; tell what, why, when, who, where, and how.

· Explain your solution.

· Tell why this issue is important.

· Tell if and how the Church should be involved.

GROUP ACTIVITY
Brainstorm:  list current social problems.

In your group:
1.
Choose a problem.

2. Find several possible solutions to the problem.

3. Discuss the pros and cons of the solutions.

4. Choose a solution, and decide on a plan.

5. Present the problem and the plan to your class.

TEACHER’S NOTES

DIALOG 1
Listen, then practice.
Mary:
The world is so depressing!

Sue:
Why do you say that?

Mary:
Just look at these headlines:  there are too many people in Asia, there’s not enough food in Africa, and of course there’s too much fighting everywhere.

Sue:
Is that all?

Mary:
Of course not!  The world needs more teachers and doctors, and fewer soldiers.  And of course, we need a lot less selfishness.

Sue:
Okay, you’re right.  It’s depressing.  Can we talk about something else now?

Mary:
How can you say that?  This is serious!  There are too many problems to solve!  There’s too much to do.  And people care less and less all the time.  I’d like to help, but I don’t even know where to start.

Sue:
Well, I don’t have the answers, but I do know one place to start… (points to knees)

Listen to the rest of the conversation.  Where does Sue think they should start?  Does Mary

agree?  What will they do next?
REMAINDER OF DIALOG:

Mary:
You’re right.  Instead of complaining we should be praying.  Want to right now?

Sue:
Sure!  I’ll pray.  “Dear Heavenly Father, you know about these problems.  They are too


big for us.  Help us to know what we should do.  Amen.”

Mary:
I feel better already!  And I have an idea… we could talk to Pastor Smith and find out


if there’s some way we CAN get involved.

UNIT 3:  A TIME FOR CHANGE

INTRODUCTION


Look:

Look at pictures of different types of churches:  traditional, 

contemporary, wealthy, poor 

Talk:

1.
Which picture is the most like your church, or churches that you

know?



2.
Which church is the most traditional?  The most modern?



3.
In your country, which type of church is the most common?

DIALOG 1

Two pastors  meet at a coffee shop to talk.  Listen, then practice:
Pastor Don:
Hi Steve!  Have you ordered our coffee yet?

Pastor Steve:
Not yet.  I was waiting for you.  Do you just want the regular?

Pastor Don:
Sure.  Nothing else in my life is regular right now, so at least maybe



I can have regular coffee!

Pastor Steve:
Let’s order, then you can tell me what you mean by that.  Waitress....



We’d like two regular coffees please.


Now... what in the world is going on?

Pastor Don:
Well, it actually started about a year ago, I guess, when some of the



young people started complaining about the hymns and hymnals.

Pastor Steve:
The singing was too old-fashioned, right?

Pastor Don:
Yeah.  Then some of their parents got on their side, saying our worship 



service was out-of-date and not contemporary enough.  They said our

church wasn’t as exciting as most of the others in town.  So, we started singing more choruses, and got a worship team.

Pastor Steve:
And what happened then?

Pastor Don:
Then... the older people started complaining that the service wasn’t serious



enough, and that it was too modern.  They said it wasn’t as reverent as it 



used to be.  They want to have as many hymns as we used to have.

Pastor Steve:
Well, Don, I can certainly see why your life isn’t “regular” right now.  



It isn’t just your church – lots of churches are going through those kinds of



changes.  The problem is... change is hard.

VOCABULARY
These are some words that we use to describe old and new:


OLD





NEW


traditional




contemporary



out-of-date




up-to-date



old-fashioned




modern
CHRISTIAN VOCABULARY
Translate these words, then copy them in the correct column below.

pews

__________________
lectern

_________________


worship team
__________________
candles

_________________

pulpit

__________________
hymnals
_________________

choruses
__________________
clapping
_________________

chairs

__________________
microphones
_________________

offering plates
__________________
special music
_________________



TRADITIONAL



CONTEMPORARY

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

GRAMMAR

EVALUATIONS AND COMPARISONS

Evaluations...
with adjectives


Evaluations...with nouns

It’s not contemporary enough.

There aren’t enough hymns.


It’s too modern.



There are too many hymns.








There is too much noise.

NOTE:  Use “many” with countable nouns; Use “much” with uncountable nouns.

Comparisons... with adjectives


Comparisons... with nouns

It’s not as exciting as the others.

My church doesn’t have as many

Our church is just as spiritual as theirs. 

choruses as yours.

Imagine:  John is your neighbor.  You invited him to church, but he doesn’t want to come.  These are his opinions of church.  Fill in the blanks, then discuss:  What would you say to John?
1.
There are ___________ many hypocrites in the church.

2.
There aren’t ____________ interesting activities at church.

3.
I can be just _______ spiritual _______ you, without going to church.

4.
Church is ____________ old-fashioned.

5.
Preachers ask for too ___________ money.

6.
Church is ________ as important _________ getting together with my family.

7.
There’s _______ much praying in church.

Write sentences about the churches you saw at the beginning of this unit.  Use evaluations and comparisons.


Examples:  
Church 1 isn’t big enough.




Church 3 is not as loud as Church 2.

1.
_________________________________________________________________

2.
_________________________________________________________________

3.
_________________________________________________________________

4.
_________________________________________________________________

5.
_________________________________________________________________

LISTENING


Listen to Anna and Sarah talk about their churches.  Which adjectives describe which churches?  
Ana’s
   Sarah’s




Ana’s    Sarah’s

______   ______
noisy



______    ______
quiet

______   ______
dark



______    ______
bright

______   ______
spacious


______    ______
small

______   ______
old-fashioned


______    ______
traditional

______   ______
worshipful


______    ______
spiritual

(NOTE FOR TEACHERS:  The listening transcript is at the end of this unit.)

DIALOG 2

Two Sunday school teachers talk.  Listen, then practice.

Mark:
Hi Jane!  Are you still teaching the primary class at church?

Jane:
Yes, I am.  Why do you ask?

Mark:
Well, I teach the Junior class, and I thought maybe our classes could get together 


on a missions project.

Jane:
Sure....I guess.  I wish I knew what to do with my class.

Mark:
It’s not going well?

Jane:
No, it’s not.  I just wish the kids would pay attention.  

Mark:
Have you tried any rewards or punishments?

Jane:
No, I just don’t have good ideas... but I wish I did.  I wish teaching kids were 


easier.

Mark:
I know what you mean.  It’s not easy, but I think I can help you.  Would

you like that?

Jane:
Yeah!  When do we start?

Mark:
Well, let’s start by planning this missions project together, okay?

Jane:
Sounds good!  I might even start to enjoy teaching Sunday school!

VOCABULARY
Label each “reward” or “punishment”:

_______________
watching a video


_______________
no TV

_______________
candy





_______________
copying (statements or verses)

_______________
a new book or Bible

_______________
a party

_______________
standing in the corner

_______________
apologizing

CONVERSATION
Pairs or Groups:  What do you think about these rewards and punishments? Have you experienced any of these?  Have you used any of them as a teacher or parent?

GRAMMAR

“WISH”

Fact





Wish

I don’t know what to do with my class.
I wish I knew what to do with my class.

The kids won’t pay attention.


I wish the kids would pay attention.

Teaching kids is not easy.


I wish teaching kids were easy.

Complete the sentences.
1.
I don’t know what to teach.  I wish I _______________ what to teach.

2.
I don’t have time to prepare.  I wish I ______________ time to prepare.

3.
I have a difficult class.  I wish I ____________________ a difficult class.

4.
The material is difficult to use.  I wish the material ______________ so difficult to use.

5.
I have too many kids.  I wish I ____________________ so many kids.

6.
My class is not exciting.  I wish my class _______________ exciting.

7.
I never get a break from teaching.  I wish I ____________ a break from teaching.

8.
I can’t hear the sermon.  I wish I ____________________ the sermon.

9.
I don’t have any good ideas.  I wish I _______________ good ideas.

10.
I need a brighter classroom.  I wish my classroom ______________ brighter.

What is difficult for you?  Teaching?  Learning?  Working?  Parenting?  Write five wishes!

1.
_________________________________________________________________

2.
_________________________________________________________________

3.
_________________________________________________________________

4.
_________________________________________________________________

5.
_________________________________________________________________

PRONUNCIATION
Listen and practice.  Listen to the stress, and mark the sentences.

1.
The class is too big.  I wish it were smaller.

2.
There’s not enough money for Sunday school equipment.

3.
The sermons are too boring.  They’re not interesting enough.

4.
We don’t have a keyboard.  I wish we had one.

5.
We don’t have enough Sunday school teachers.  

CONVERSATION
Pairs:  Find out about your partner’s church or style of worship.  Make a list of how your these are alike or different.  Use some of the sentences below to get started.
Is your church traditional or modern?  Do you have hymns or choruses?

Do you have a worship team?



ALIKE




DIFFERENT

CHRISTIAN APPLICATION
What do these verses teach us about worshipping God?

Mark 11:17  _____________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

John 4:24  _______________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

Matthew 18:20  __________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

Ephesians 5:19  __________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

Colossians 3:16  __________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

Ephesians 4:3 ____________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

READING

When change involves language, people often have strong and heartfelt opinions.  Read about some churches which had to face linguistic diversity in their congregations.

Vocabulary:

inevitable



spirituality




linguistic



to refuse




to urge




youth

Pre-Reading Questions:

1.
Read the first sentence of the reading below.  What does it mean?  Do you agree with this statement?

2.
Different cultures view change differently.  How does your culture view change?  


Is change positive or negative?  

Reading:

It has been said that the only thing that doesn’t change, is the fact that there is change.  If change is inevitable, why is it so hard for us?  Why is it especially hard to accept in the church?  Maybe change is hard in the church, because we confuse tradition with spirituality.  

Today, people move more than ever before.  The immigrant population is increasing in many countries, bringing many linguistic changes.  These changes sometimes cause division in churches.  Consider these cases:

1)
Many Brazilian immigrants began coming to an English-speaking church in the U.S.  The Brazilian Christians wanted to start a Portuguese worship service, so that they could bring their non-Christian Brazilian neighbors to Christ.  But the church leaders refused, fearing that they would lose control of the church.

2)
A German church in Canada was located in an English-speaking area.  As the original German members grew older, the pastor wanted to switch to English for the main service, to attract people from the community.  However, many of the original German congregation disagreed, and this caused division in the church.

3)
A pastor urged a Spanish church in Texas to provide an English service for the youth.  The youth spoke English better than Spanish, and wanted to worship in English.  The congregation, however, was afraid of losing its Spanish identity.  Instead, they lost their youth.

These examples show the high price of misguided traditionalism.  There is nothing wrong with tradition itself.  But when we refuse to make changes in order to meet people where they are, and bring them to Christ, our tradition has become our God.  And the Bible says, “Thou shalt have no other gods before me.” (Exodus 20:3)

Post-Reading Questions:

1.
Do you think that young people want change more than older people?  If so, why 



do you think this is true?

2.
In the last paragraph, you see the phrase, “misguided traditionalism”.  Write a 


sentence describing this in your own words.  Can you think of any examples of 


“misguided traditionalism” in your own church or culture?

3.
The reading gave three examples of churches faced with decisions about 


language.  Choose one of the situations presented.  Imagine that you are a


member of that church.  Tell what YOU think is the right thing to do!

WRITING
Write about a change that you would like to see in your church.  Include this information, and your own ideas.  Try to use the grammar structures you learned in this unit!

· Describe the situation now

· Tell how you would like it to be different

· Tell why you think it should be different

· Tell what YOU could do to make it different!

GROUP ACTIVITY

There are many styles of worship because there are many types of people.  Make a skit about one of these situations.  Use the grammar structures you learned in this unit!

1.
An older woman tries several different churches, and finally finds one she likes.

2.
Some young people make a worship service much more exciting.

3.
A church that is a “social gathering” learns to become spiritual.

TEACHER’S NOTES

TRANSCRIPT FOR LISTENING ACTIVITY

Orally, give students the following information:  Sarah is an American on a study assignment in Indonesia.  Ana  is an Indonesian student at  the same university.  They have just met, and have discovered that they are both Christians.  They begin telling each other about their churches.

 Ana:

Are you from one of those big churches in America?

Sarah:

No!  Actually, I’m from a very small, old-fashioned country church.

Ana:

Really?  I thought all American churches were big!  

Sarah:

Oh no!  Ours is small.  But… it’s full of life.  There are lots of kids, which 



makes it noisy sometimes, but I like that.  It’s a very spiritual church.  



What’s your church like, Ana?

Ana:

My church is very big and spacious.  It’s very quiet and worshipful.  I 



guess you could call it traditional.

Sarah:

Yes, it sounds traditional.  Do you have stained glass windows?

Ana:

Yes we do.  They make the sanctuary bright and beautiful.

Sarah:

That’s the only thing I don’t like about my church.  It’s a little dark 



because we need to put in new windows.

Ana:

It’s really interesting finding out about an American church.

Sarah:

And thanks for telling me about yours.  Hey… I’m looking for a church



here in Indonesia.  Could I visit yours?  

Ana:

Oh, that would be great!  I’ll take you next Sunday.

UNIT 4:  FEEDING OUR BODIES AND SOULS

INTRODUCTION


Look:

Look at pictures of different kinds of food.

Talk:

1.
Which foods do you like?



2.
Which foods are good for you?



3.
Where are these foods from?



4.
Which foods are easiest to prepare?

DIALOG 1

Three ladies talk about the menu for a Ladies’ Luncheon.  Listen, then practice.

Mrs. Ross:
So, did everyone come to the meeting today with some ideas?

Linda:

I think we should serve chicken.

Mrs. Grady:
I would prefer something more unusual.  What about salmon?

Linda:

I don’t like it.

Mrs. Grady:
Have you ever eaten it?

Linda:

Well....not really, but I don’t think I would like it.

Mrs. Ross:
Mrs. Grady, have you ever PRICED it?

Mrs. Grady:
You’re right, it is expensive.  Hey, what about vegetarian



lasagne with tofu?

Linda:

Uh... I don’t like tofu.

Mrs. Grady:
Okay, Linda, I have to ask:  have you ever eaten tofu?

Linda:

Well, maybe not, but it looks gross!

Mrs. Grady:
Really Linda!  How do you know you don’t like something if you’ve

never tried it?!

Linda:

I just know.

Mrs. Ross:
Okay, Ladies, we’re going nowhere here.  Why don’t we just have 



chicken?  

Linda:

Yes!

Mrs. Grady:
Oh, alright.

Mrs. Ross:
Now, how are we going to fix it?

Mrs. Grady:
Hawaiian chicken is delicious!

Linda:

Excuse me, but....

Mrs. Ross and Mrs. Grady:
We know!  You’ve never eaten Hawaiian chicken!

VOCABULARY

Do you know these words?
Foods:

salmon, tofu, lasagne

Adjectives:
vegetarian, gross, delicious, unusual, expensive

Verbs:

serve, prefer, price, try, fix

GRAMMAR

SIMPLE PAST VS. PRESENT PERFECT

Simple Past:  completed in the past

Present Perfect:  includes the present

Did you eat salmon last night?

Have you ever eaten salmon?

I checked the price yesterday.


I haven’t checked the price yet.

I ate  at that restaurant last week.

I have eaten at that restaurant.

I didn’t try Hawaiian chicken when I

I’ve never tried Hawaiian chicken.


went to Hawaii last year.

Make sentences about these foods.  Use the examples below.


hamburger

peaches

celery


peas


steak


blueberries

herbal tea

strawberry pie


frog legs

chili


hot dogs

cheesecake


lobster


potato salad

pecans


tacos

I have never eaten ____________________.

I have eaten _________________________.

I ate ____________________ last month.

PRONUNCIATION
Listen to the pronunciation of “did you” and “have you.”  Practice.

1.
Did you eat breakfast this morning?

2.
Did you go out to eat last night?

3.
Did you wash the vegetables?

4.
Have you ever tried chocolate ants?

5.
Have you ever made your own ham?

6.
Have you ever seen someone make tofu?

CHRISTIAN APPLICATION
Our bodies need physical food, and our souls need spiritual food.  Below are some kinds of spiritual food.  Fill in the blanks with the correct word from the right.

Reading the _________________





music

Listening to _________________





books

Going to ____________________





sermons

Joining a ____________________





scripture

Listening to Christian __________





Bible

Memorizing __________________





prayer

Talking with God in ____________





Bible study

Reading good _________________





church

Pairs:  Ask questions about spiritual food, using present perfect (“Have you ever”) and simple past (“Did you...last month?”)

DIALOG 2

Curt is asking his professor, Wesley,  how to study the Bible. Listen, then practice.

Wesley:
Good morning Curt!  What brings you here today?

Curt:

Hi professor.  Well, I’m having a little trouble understanding the Bible.

Wesley:
Well, that’s great.....uh, not that you’re having problems.  But I mean that 



it’s great that you’re having devotions.  So many people don’t—even 

Christians!  And then they wonder why they don’t grow.

Curt:

Yeah, I know how important it is.  And I’m really trying, but I feel kind of



stuck or something.  What can I do to get more out of it?

Wesley:
Curt, I want to share a Bible study method with you that was given to me a 



long time ago.  It’s simple, but it works.

Curt:

I’m all ears!

Wesley:
Okay.  First, you begin with prayer.  And not just your “Bless me today



Lord” prayer.  No.  You open your Bible to where you will read, lay your 



hands on the page, and say something like this:  “Father, today I’m going 



to read about your life, written by Luke. Speak to me while I read this.  



I’m ready to listen to you.”

Curt:

Hey, that’s a cool way to start!

Wesley:
Yes, it is.  Now second, you read the passage.  Read an entire passage – 



a whole thought.  Stop for a minute and think about what you’ve read.



Next, try to apply it in some way to something in your life.  For example,



if you read about Peter taking his eyes off Jesus and sinking in the water,



think about any ways in your life that your eyes are off of Christ.

Curt:

That sounds good, but aren’t there passages that don’t apply to my life at 



all?

Wesley:
No, there aren’t, Curt.  Every passage in the Bible has a principle or 



something that we can learn from.

Curt:

So what’s next?

Wesley:
Go back over the passage and try to find a verse or phrase that is 



especially meaningful.  You might want to write it down.  And then



finally, finish in prayer, asking God to help you remember what He



spoke to you through His word.  He will!

Curt:

It sounds too simple... but I’ll give it a try!

Wesley:
Glad to hear that, Curt.  Let me know how it goes!  

VOCABULARY
Match the expression with the meaning.


What brings you here



Learn more from it


Stuck





I’m listening


Get more out of it



Try it


It works 




Why are you here


I’m all ears.




Not moving forward


Cool





Read / study again


Go back over




Nice / interesting


Give it a try




It is successful

These words are common in talking about studying the Bible.  What do they mean?

Devotions
________________________________________________________

Method
________________________________________________________

Passage
_________________________________________________________

Apply

_________________________________________________________

Meaningful
_________________________________________________________

GRAMMAR

“SEQUENCE ADVERBS”

Sequence adverbs show the order, or sequence, of events.  There are several sequence adverbs in the dialog above.  Find them, and put them in the blanks below.  The first one is done for you.

1.
____First_____, begin with prayer.

2.
_____________, read the passage.

3.
_____________, apply it to something in your life.

4.
_____________, find a verse or phrase that is especially meaningful.

5.
_____________, finish in prayer.

What kind of verb is used in each sentence above? _______________________________

WRITING
Write a short paragraph using sequence adverbs.  Choose one topic:

1.
How to make a sandwich.

2.
How to feed a family economically.

3.
How to stay spiritually healthy.

4.
How to lead a Bible study.

READING

How are eating and going to church alike?  Read this conversation to find out!

Vocabulary:


sermon




useful





to nourish



nourishment





realization



desire





soul




analogy

Expressions:


“dawned on her”


“keep going”





“be done with it”


“are you kidding?”





“hit the nail on the head”

Pre-Reading Questions:

1.
What is physical nourishment?  What is spiritual nourishment?

2.
How do you get spiritual nourishment?

Reading:

A friend once said to me, “I don’t know why I go to church week after week. Half the time I can’t even remember what the sermon was about!” 

My response to her surprised her.  “Do you remember what you had last Wednesday for lunch?” I asked.  

“Well, no,” she replied. “Why should I?”

“Oh, no reason,” I assured her.  “Most people don’t.  But let me ask you something… was that meal useful for you?  Did it nourish your body?”

“Well, yes, I suppose it did,” she answered.  

“Right.  It nourished your body, and was good for you, even though you can’t remember exactly what it was.”

Slowly the realization of my point dawned on her.

“Oh, I see!” she exclaimed.  “You’re saying that a sermon  can nourish me spiritually, even though I don’t remember what it was about a week later.”

“Exactly!  When you hear a sermon, you listen to it, think about it,  and apply it to your life.  That is spiritual nourishment.  But you need to keep going to church and reading the Bible to get more spiritual nourishment.  It’s just like physical food.  You wouldn’t want to just eat once and be done with it, would you?”

“Are you kidding?  I love good food!”


“So do I,” I admitted.  “God put a desire in us for food, because our bodies need it.  And, he put a desire in us for spiritual food, because our souls need it!”


“Wow.  I never thought about it like that.  The next time I go to church, I’ll remember that I’m there to give my soul a good meal!”


I had to laugh at that analogy.  Though I had never heard my pastor refer to his sermons as  “A good meal for your soul,” I’m sure my friend hit the nail on the head: that is exactly what a sermon should be.

Post-Reading Questions
1.
The person in this reading had trouble remembering her pastor’s sermons after a 


few days had passed.  Do you ever have difficulty remembering sermons, Bible 


studies, or lectures?

2.
Which title would be best for this reading:


A.
How to Remember a Sermon


B.
The Value of Nourishment


C.
The True Value of a Sermon

3.
Many different words are used to refer to dialog in writing.  Underline all of these 


words in the reading, then list them below.  The first one is done for you:


________said_________


_____________________


____________________


_____________________


____________________


_____________________


____________________


What verb tense is used in each of these word? ________________________


Why? _________________________________________________________

GROUP ACTIVITY

1.
Prepare a presentation on foods in the Bible.  Talk about their origins and 


meanings, including Bible references.  Some foods to discuss are:  unleavened 


bread, bitter herbs, olives, and lamb.

2.
Discuss the ways that food is used to serve, help, and minister to others.  Illustrate 


the concepts of   “unity” “hospitality” and “sharing.”

UNIT 5:  A MISSIONARY’S LIFE

INTRODUCTION


Look:

Look at pictures of missionaries in action:  rural, urban, professional, 

non-professional, different nationalities

Talk:

1.
Which picture looks most like a “typical missionary”?

2.
Which activity requires the most training?

3.
Can you imagine yourself in any of these pictures?

DIALOG 1

Two young people talk about a missions trip.  Listen, then practice

Mary:
I’m so excited!  School is almost out! What are you going to do this summer?


Joan:
I’m not sure.  I guess I’ll look for a job.  What about you?  Any plans?

Mary: 
Yes, as a matter of fact.  I’m going to go on a missions trip to Mexico!  

Joan:
That sounds really interesting.  What will you do there?

Mary:
We’re going to help fix up an orphanage.  You know, clean, paint... fun


stuff like that.

Joan:
Well, it WILL be fun, because you’ll be doing it for a good cause.

Mary:
Yeah, that’s what I think too.  And I think it will be fun to play with the kids


and practice my Spanish.

Joan:
But what will you do if you get sick or homesick or something?

Mary:
Don’t worry!  I won’t get sick, and I certainly won’t get homesick!

VOCABULARY
Fill in the blanks with these words and phrases:

plans


fix up


orphanage

homesick


sure


stuff


cause


as a matter of fact

1. We need to _____________ this house.  It’s a mess!

2. Jill isn’t _____________ if she wants to go or not.

3. I liked my trip.  __________________, I loved it!

4. Tom just left home yesterday, but he’s already _________________.

5. In Africa, many children live in ____________________(add “s”).

6. The ______________ for the missions conference are already made.

7. Is missions just another good ______________, or is it more?

8. You can’t take a lot of _______________ on a two-week trip!

GRAMMAR

FUTURE:  Use when an action begins in the future.

Be going to





Will
What are you going to do this summer?

What will you do there?

I’m going to go on a missions trip.


I guess I’ll look for a job.

We’re going to help fix up an orphanage.

It will be fun.

I’m not going to go.




I won’t get sick








You’ll be doing it for a good cause.

Note:  “Be going to” is often used to talk about definite plans.  

“Will” is often used with “probably”, “guess”, and “think”.


EX:
I’ll probably go;  I guess I’ll go;  I think I’ll go.

Write five future statements about yourself.

1. _________________________________________________________________

2. _________________________________________________________________

3. _________________________________________________________________

4. _________________________________________________________________

5. _________________________________________________________________

Write five questions about the future to ask your partner.

1. _________________________________________________________________

2. _________________________________________________________________

3. _________________________________________________________________

4. _________________________________________________________________

5. _________________________________________________________________

VOCABULARY DEVELOPMENT
What might you want or need in order to go on a missions trip?  Match the phrases, and find out!
Acceptance by a 




the country you’re visiting

A passport from 




then to leave there

A visa from





that are useful to the missionaries

Shots and vaccinations



your country

Clothes to wear,




missionary board or church

Books, toys or other things



as advised by your doctor

DIALOG 2

Jim wants to become a missionary.  He is talking with a  missionary to Japan.

Jim:

Mr. Moore, it’s so great to finally meet you.   I’ve read your prayer letters-- 



that’s what really made me want to be a missionary.

Mr. Moore:
It’s great to see such enthusiasm!  How can I help you?

Jim:

Well, I’m almost finished with seminary now, and I want to know what I 



ought to do to prepare for the mission field.

Mr. Moore:
Let’s see... First, you really ought to talk with your pastor.  You need to

make sure that you ARE called to the mission field. You really must 

not go to the mission field without a calling from God.

Jim:

Don’t worry Mr. Moore, I DO have that!

Mr. Moore:
Wonderful.  Then, you’ll have to begin applying to mission boards.  You



shouldn’t go independently, at least not at first.  You need to be



accountable to someone, and have someone to take care of you.

Jim:

Okay.  Let’s say I’m accepted.  What next?

Mr. Moore:
Next, depending on the mission board, you might have to raise support.



But even if you don’t have to raise financial support, you’d better raise



prayer support.  This is one thing that you MUST have. 

Jim:

I agree totally.  Is that all?

Mr. Moore:
Well, sometimes you have to get shots, and sometimes you don’t have to.



It depends on the country.

Jim:

Hey, this doesn’t sound too hard!

Mr. Moore:
Well, getting on the mission field might not be too hard, but what you do 



after you’re there --- that’s the hard part! 

VOCABULARY
Put these words in the following sentences.


prayer letter


mission field


calling / call


called



mission board


accountable


raise support


prayer support



1. Missionaries need strong Christians who will pray for them faithfully.  They need 

________________________.

2. If you are not accepted by a _____________________, you probably should not go 

to the ____________________.

3. You must be sure of your ______________________ to be a missionary.  You must

know that you are _____________________ of God.

4. Before a missionary goes abroad, he usually must _____________________; that is, 

he must get enough money to go. 

5. It’s important that missionaries send out _______________________ so they stay

in touch with the people who support them.  After all, missionaries are 

______________________ to the ones who support them.

GRAMMAR

MODALS:  
Helping verbs that add extra meaning.  After a modal, 






always use the base form of the verb.

Necessity





Suggestion
You need to make sure you are called.

You ought to talk with your pastor.

You must not go without a calling.


You should not go independently.

You have to apply to mission boards.

You had better raise prayer support.

You don’t have to get shots.





You are talking with someone from another country, who wants to come and visit your country.  Complete the sentences below, using as many of the modals above as possible.


EXAMPLE:
“You must bring warm clothes.”

1. You ____________________________ get a visa.

2. You ____________________________ have a passport.

3. You ____________________________ bring a lot of food.

4. You ____________________________ take malaria pills.

5. You ____________________________ bring an umbrella.

6. You ___________________________ bring a lot of luggage.

7. You ___________________________ carry  a lot of cash.

8. You ___________________________ get traveler’s checks.

9. You ___________________________ carry your wallet in your back pocket.

10. You ___________________________ have a round-trip plane ticket.

CONVERSATION
Pairs:  Ask and answer questions about visiting your country, or another country.  Use the phrases above, or create your own.


EXAMPLE:  
“Do you/I have to get a  visa?”




“Yes.  You MUST get a visa.”

CHRISTIAN APPLICATION
What is the Biblical basis for Christian missions?  One Bible passage which supports missions is Matthew 28:19-20.  Read this passage, and answer the questions below:

1.
What do you think this phrase means:  “make disciples of all nations”?


___________________________________________________________________


___________________________________________________________________

2.
When we  “make disciples” we must also do two other things with these disciples.


What are these two things? _____________________________________________


___________________________________________________________________

3.
How can we have the ability to do this? ___________________________________


___________________________________________________________________


___________________________________________________________________

READING

Read about the REAL requirements for missionary service!
Vocabulary:

What does it take?



be willing to




in order to




founder




conquer




accomplish




fit in to





on-the-job training

Pre-Reading Questions:

1.
What qualities do you think are important for a missionary?

2.
Should mission boards require that their missionaries have certain qualities?  If so, 


which ones?

Reading:

Many people think that they know what it takes to be a missionary.   They say that a missionary must be able to eat many different kinds of foods.  A missionary has to be willing to leave his family and friends for long periods of time.  They also say that a missionary should have good health, and ought to be able to learn a language easily.

Well, all of these things can help, but a person doesn’t have to have all of these qualities in order to be a good missionary.  Hudson Taylor, founder of the China Inland Mission, had poor health.  George Muller, German missionary to Britain, never did conquer the English language.  But God used these men in mighty ways, to accomplish His purposes.

So…. what does it take to be a missionary?  First, a missionary must be flexible.  People who insist on “My way or no way” had better stay home, because they will not be successful fitting in to a different culture.  Second, a missionary has to be teachable.  Having a seminary degree, or even training in missions, doesn’t mean that a person knows how to be a missionary.  Being effective for God on the mission field requires on-the-job training.  

If a person is flexible and teachable, there’s only one more requirement that he or she must have in order to be a good missionary.  It is found in Luke 22:37-39, where Jesus says: “Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your mind.  This is the first and greatest commandment.  And the second is like it:   Love your neighbor as yourself.”

Post-Reading Questions:

1.
Make a list of all the ideal qualities that you think a missionary should have. 

2.
Do you know of any missionaries (personally, or from stories) who are lacking some of these qualities?  If so, are these people effective in their ministry?

3.
Do you know of any missionaries who appear to have every quality they need to be


effective missionaries – but who are not effective? Why do you think this happens?

4.
What are the similarities and differences between being effective on the mission field, and being effective in life?  

WRITING

Choose one of the following situations, and write a letter.

1.
Write a letter to your church board,  urging them to get more involved in missions.  You could suggest having a missions conference, supporting a missionary, etc.

2.
Write a letter to a friend, telling him or her about a missions trip that you will take.  

3.
Write a paragraph telling why Christians need to be involved in missions.  Support your arguments with scripture!

GROUP ACTIVITY

Prepare an oral report for the rest of the class, about one current missionary work.  Be

sure to include the following information:

Name of country





Type of work
Name of missionaries and/or organization


Results and needs
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